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 I am sure all of our members are excited 
about getting back to a meeting in September. 
David has kept us in the loop, with our virtual 
meeting in July, but in August we will take a 
month off and just post a video. Then resume 
in September with a live event. I know there 
is nothing like in person meetings, with the 
speakers, the auction, q and a, and of course the 
refreshments so we will keep working to bring 
you those meetings.

 Our meeting in September will be Saint 
Brendan church Parish Hall. They are located at 
1202 Avenue O, on the corner of Ave O and East 
12th in Brooklyn. We will have some restrictions 
for that night. Everyone for your own safety, 
please wear a mask inside, no one will be 
allowed in before 7:30 pm, and also try to keep 
your distance between members. If we follow 
these simple rules, we should have a great time. 
They have a parking lot right across the street. 
We will have refreshments, but cannot have 
members handling the refreshments. They will 
be given out by our staff. These simple rules are 
to keep us all safe, so we can continue having 
our meetings. We will have many items for sale, 
including tanks, light, and filters.

 Our speaker for September will be 
Andreas Tanke talking on plecos of the 
Amazonia. We are flying in Andreas from 
Germany, to speak at BAS. That night we will 
have a 50/50 on all live stock donated, so bring in 
your fish, coral, inverts and plants. Each member 
may bring up to 10 bags. 

 Anyone wishing to make a donation 
in Joe’s name can donate to either Disabled 
American Veterans or Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation.  These were two of Joe Graffagnino’s 
favorite organization to donate to.   

 You can check our website for future 
events (www.basny.org).   We are still not 
allowed to use the Aquarium for meetings, but 

are going to book other 
halls for our shows. Please 
look out for the locations 
we are to meet. When we 
do not have a place we 
will continue to bring you 
speakers online, with the 
help of our board member, 
David Manuel.  David has 
been working hard to keep things going.  We 
thank him for all his hard work, so tune in on 
August 12th. 

 Look on our Facebook page for aquatic 
sales, from our club. We will post things for 
sale periodically. We always have tanks and 
equipment for sale. If you are looking for 
something aquatic, reach out to us.

 Any hobby or aquatic information you 
hear or read about, please share with our Editor, 
Ginny Cahill. It can even be your own short 
stories, about your own aquatic experiences. 
Please send all emails to Ginny at basny.editor@
gmail.com. Ginny has done a great job since 
taking over as editor and we thank her for her 
dedication.  The Aquatica looks awesome, Ginny. 
Thank you for all your hard work.

 We are always looking for your input 
on our events.  Please let us know if you want 
speakers on any aquatic topic.  We need our 
members to be more involved as we are always 
trying to better our club. 

 For more info, please call out hotline 
718 837-4455, or visit our site at www.
brooklynaquarium society.org 

       
STEVEN MATASSA,

President

http://www.basny.org
mailto:basny.editor@gmail.com
mailto:basny.editor@gmail.com
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Upcoming Speaker/Events
Sept. 9, 2022
Andreas Tanke

At about 10 years old, I got my first aquarium and 
started to gain experiences with this exciting hobby. In the 
1990s, due to my studies in mathematics/computer science 
and the founding of my IT company, other things came to 
the fore. However, I returned to the aquarium in 2002.

I have been a member of the German Cichlid 
Society (DCG), the VDA Zwergcichliden (AKZ) and the 
International Community Barben-Schmerlen-Salmler-Welse 
(IG BSSW), or their predecessor, the BSSW working group 

in the VDA.
My interests are clearly 

in the underwater fauna 
of the South American 
continent, especially in 
the dwarf cichlids of the 
genus Apistogramma 
and the Loricarids. In the 
meantime, I have cared for 

more than 25 different Apistogramma species. My biggest 
passion, however, are the catfish and especially the genus 
Panaqolus, of which I currently have about 10 species.

Oct. 21, 2022
Giant Auction
Note that this is the 3rd Friday of the month

It's time for our Giant Auction!



New Members
Christopher Schmidt

Renewing Members
Gabe Scelta, James Longo, Jean Segarra, John Taylor,  

Joseph Minardi, Kai Nguyen, Matthew Mason, Mike Gillespie, Nick Caputo, 
Sal Amato, Curt Cocalas, Danyale English 

Individuals for May-June 2022
Bill Amely

Steve Matassa

Dan Smith

Don Lang

Nick Caputo

Scott Peters

Alexandr Vinnitsky

Jeff Kaye

Gabe Scelta

Yaari Felber-Seligman

Stores/Mfg
All in 1 Petshop, Brooklyn, NY

Monster Aquarium, Queens, NY

Pacific Aquarium, New York, NY

Petqua, New York, NY
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Donations – Thank You!

The board members meet once a month to discuss club business, and we 

can use your help! There are four board positions currently available: cor-

responding secretary, treasurer, webmaster and recording secretary. If 

you’d like to attend a meeting which are held the 1st Friday of the month, 

September through June, please notify Steve Matassa at (347) 277-4793 by 

the Tuesday before the meeting.

Open Board Positions 

Thank you to Dorothy Russel for the large amount of aquarium products  
donated this summer.



Why Join an Aquarium Club
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Contrary to popular belief, the main reason for joining a fish club is not for the free cake and 
coffee. While there are free refreshments at meetings, and even great buys on products and 
livestock, the really great benefit is knowledge. Joining the Brooklyn Aquarium Society is a 
great way to learn how to raise and breed tropical fish. Experienced members pride them-
selves on teaching new hobbyists and sharing their expertise. 

Established in 1911, the Brooklyn Aquarium Society is over 100 years old and growing. Many 
members have been in the club for decades, and they are still learning from each other. We 
have monthly expert speakers on different topics related to home aquaria. For a small mem-
bership fee, you get access to all this. Check out our web site at www.basny.org for future 
events.  — SM
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THE KITCHENER -WATERLOO AQUARIUM 
SOCIETY “FINS AND TALES” JUNE 2022. 

PG. 14
The Kitchener - Waterloo 
Aquarium Society has some 
nice member photos.

BUCKS COUNTY AQUARIUM SOCIETY “THE 
BUCKETTE” JUNE 2022. PG. 6 & PP. 12-14
If you are looking for a good 
article on Scarlet Badis, The 
Bucks County Aquarium Soci-
ety re-print article “Dario dario 
~ The Scarlet Badis” by Alex-
ander A. Priest is an engaging 
read. He goes into the trend of having a 
“Natural” tank setup and nano tanks. He 
makes his case on why the Scarlet Badis is 
the perfect fish for that type of setup.
An honorable mention is their puzzle page.

YOUNGSTOWN AREA TROPICAL FISH 
SOCIETY”THE YOUNGSTOWN AQUARIST” 
JULY 2022. PP. 4-5
The Youngstown Area Tropical Fish Society 
held a Bowl Show where they displayed 
their betta splendens, anaban-
toids, and fern plants. They 
were judged and given points 
on their fish
size, color, health, and show 
readiness.

“GREATER CITY AQUARIUM SOCIETY 
“MODERN AQUARIUM” JULY 2022. PP. 11-12
A good read from the Greater City Aquar-
ium Society is “Some tricks from my fish 
room,” an informational piece by 
Jules Birnbaum. With 75 years 
in this hobby under his belt, he 
explains
things that helped him succeed 
in his fish room. He mentions aggression 
control, led lighting, good feeding diets, air 
flow setup, and plant usage.
 
BUCKS COUNTY AQUARIUM SOCIETY “THE 
BUCKETTE” JULY 2022. PG. 10
If you are looking for a good article on pen-
cilfish, Bucks County Aquarium Society 
has an article called “ Breeding the Beck-
ford Pencilfish” by Bill Flowers. 
He goes into detail on how he 
successfully bread these fish. 
He also talks about tempera-
ture, tank size, routine, and 
maintenance.

Club Exchange

By Alissa Sinkler
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Tip of the Season

 There are two ways most hobbyists use to acclimate their fish. I will try to explain these methods 
for those of you who do not know.  The first is the drip method, where you would empty the bag with the 
fish in to a bucket, and set up an air line with a knot in it. Then let the water slowly drip in to the bucket 
until the bucket starts to fill up. Then empty some of the bucket and continue with the drip. This should 
take about half an hour if done right. You do not want to drip it too fast and stress the fish. The purpose 
of these methods is to make the transfer for the fish as stress-free as possible.
 The second method is to float the bag in the tank for about fifteen minutes. Then slowly let in 
water from the tank to the bag. Let in a few ounces at a time, when the bag is almost full empty some 
water out of the bag, and continue the process. 
 With both methods, never empty the bag water in to your tank. Always discard this water.  When 
fish are bagged, the bag water tends to have high ammonia levels. 
 After the acclimation is done, gently net and release your fish in to your tank.

    — Steven Matassa
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Black Eggs
By Joe Graffagnino — BAS

I have bred many species of fish, but I have 
never seen black eggs. I was amazed when I 
saw them — and from a West African cichlid 
no less.  I obtained a breeding pair of Tilipia 
snyderea from fellow fish breeder Vinny Babino. 
Vinny informed me that these are very beautiful 
fish with striking color markings. They are 
aggressive fish when spawning and protecting 
their young, and they are the gift that continues 
to give – once they start spawning you can’t get 
them to stop.

 Tilipia snyderea are the smallest of all 
Tilipia and they hail from Lake Bermin in 
Cameroon, West Africa. This species’ common 
name is “Snyder’s dwarf tilapia.” There are 
three colors that these species can display, based 
on their mood and especially during breeding. 
They can go from a pale bland color to a green, 
to a red. In breeding dress, both the male and 
female are absolutely stunning with a green top 
that goes to the middle of their body (lateral 
line) which extends from the head through the 
anal fin. The lower portion of the body is an 
orange red. But that’s not all — the face changes 
color as the mouth becomes a dark black, while 
the lips become pure white — truly amazing 
coloration on a fish that gets no larger than 4 - 5 
inches.

 When I received this beautiful pair of 
fish, I realized they were too large for a 20 gallon 
aquarium, so I quickly did some rearranging 
and moved them to a 30 gallon wide aquarium. 
I believe in species tanks so I kept them by 
themselves. After less than one month in 
their new home, they started moving large 
amounts of gravel in the tank. They really like 
to landscape. Four days after the landscaping 
began, the female took up residence in a small 
clay breeding cave that had an opening the size 
of a thumb. It was obvious that the male could 

not enter. I assumed that they would lay their 
eggs on the glass bottom since they made it bare 
by moving all the gravel away. A day or two 
later I used a flashlight to see into the cave and 
lo and behold! I saw around 20 or so black eggs. 

 A few days later, they must have hatched 
because the parents moved the fry one foot 
away from the cave and under a piece of coral. 
I was worried for the fry because this tank was 
overrun with Malaysian burrowing snails, who I 
thought may go for the babies. However, within 
a few days my snail problem was a problem 
no more. After their yolk sacs disappeared 
and the fry started free swimming I fed them 
microworms, vinegar eels and frozen baby brine 
shrimp. The fry grew quickly and they tended 
to clone each other, for although I initially 
counted around 20 eggs I now counted about 80 
swimming fry.

 I would highly recommend this 
beautiful, but aggressive West African cichlid 
as a welcome addition to a species only tank. 
Also, this fish is on the endangered list of fish 
species, so maintaining this fish will help it from 
becoming extinct in the wild. Please share this 
wonderful fish with other members of local fish 
clubs and let everyone enjoy them. 

Anton Lamboj
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By Daniel K. Smith — BAS

I loved visiting Joe’s basement fishroom. 
Being in that tiny space surrounded by so many 
beautiful and exotic fish brought back that 
magical spell I first experienced in my local 
tropical fish store when I was 7 or 8 years old. 
The smells, the gentle sounds of water bubbling 
and the low hum of an air pump felt like I was in 
beating heart. 

Crammed into that small room were buckets 

of water, tubes, valves, and all kinds of devices 
to create the right water for his aquatic charges. 
His goal was to get the fish to spawn and he was 
a master at it. He has 3,620 BAS Breeder points 
and earned the title of Senior Premier Breeder. 
In 2018 he earned Expert Specialist Award by 
maintaining 7 different species groups.

In October of 2020 we had some club business 
so I dropped by his house in Dyker Heights. In 
those days everyone was aware of the COVID 
protocols and I wasn’t planning on coming into 

Remembering Joe Graffagnino

Joe gives Dan a tour 
of his fish room.

Photos by Virginia Cahill
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the house. But of course he invited me in and I 
had to see what new fish he had.

Joe had all of his fish carefully labeled. In one 
tank were Stoniatepia mariae, Lake Barombi 
Mbo,  a CARES species, in another he had 
danakilia sukoray, and chopolichthys encaustus, 
a CARES goodeid. Joe would turn on a little 
flashlight and reveal some exotic killifish, like 
epiplatys annulatus, the clown killie. One tank 
that was covered in black water contained a 
species of catfish that had never been bred in 
captivity.

In a bottom tank were a small school of Congo 
tetras that he was breeding. The fry were almost 
as large as the parents and Joe wanted to make 
room for more fish. 

“Want some of those Congos?” Joe asked. 
“Sure, I’ll take whatever you need to get rid off,” 

I replied. 

Joe got some large plastic bags 
and transferred about half of the fish 
into one of them.

“Aw, Joe, this is great, I’ve aways 
wanted Congos and these are 
beautiful.” I said. Joe just smiled. He 

got another bag out and started filling 
it with water from the tank.

“These are plenty Joe, I don’t need anymore,” 
I said. Congo tetras aren’t cheap fish and I didn’t 
want to take advantage of Joe.  But Joe just 
smiled. He emptied the rest of the fish into the 
bag and I left with 20 big beautiful Congo tetras.

Joe seemed very comfortable in his own skin 
and he made everyone feel welcome. He was 
a  person everyone trusted and respected. If 
things got testy at a board meeting he knew how 
to break the tension with a joke or provide a 
resolution. He was a calming presence amid the 
confusion of setting up the general meeting. It 
seemed nothing could throw him off.

Joe Graffagnino was generous, capable, 
compassionate, and sympathetic. He was all 
heart and he is missed terribly. 
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By Joseph Ferdenzi — GCAS

I’m going to write about Joe in a way no one 
else can. I’m going to describe what Joe meant to 
me. It is not an easy thing to put into words, but 
I’m going to try.

What Joe was to me, above all, was a friend. 
Not some phony friend who is there only when 
times are good. Joe was there for me even when 
times were so bad that they would have broken 
many a man, and many a friendship.

Joe was a man full of grace — not matter what, 
he never made me feel that I wasn’t worthy of his 
friendship. I distinctly remember one evening, 
before I was to give a presentation at BAS, he 
took me out to dinner at this fabulous old-time 
Italian restaurant. During that meal, he told me 
things that only a real friend would confide. Given 
the way he made me feel, it never puzzled me 
that Joe had no detractors and was universally 
admired. More importantly, my friendship with 
Joe always made me realize how important he was 
to his family. I can’t even begin to imagine how 
profoundly his loss has affected them. But, I’m 
sure Joe would want them to keep their chins up 

and carry on with their joy in each other.
And so, I will do likewise — I will do my part 

to heed Joe’s message and keep his spirit alive 
by being a good friend to others, by helping 
whenever I can, and by doing it for whatever 
years I have left. Joe may have left this world, but 
he has not left me.

My Friend Joe Graffagnino

Joseph Gurrado
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By Paul Santiago — BAS

The Christmas fulu were Joe's fish.
 After Joe passed away I was fortunate 

to get them,  and 3 other fish.  Since 
then the other 3 died and they survived. 
Therefore the tank was named after him 
in remembrance of him. Jo and I would 
have a monthly discussion session on 
fish. I learned about his son ...the crisis 
that he went through and he taught me a 
lot about this hobby. I am just thankful that his 
family was willing to share a man like him with 
the world. He is DEARLY MISSED.

By David Manuel — BAS

Joe was that really funny mentor that always made himself available for every event.  While 
his microphone constantly echoed his voice throughout the online meetings we enjoyed the 
humor because it was typical humorous Joe in rare form. 

My Memorial Tank
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Native to a wide area of the Indo-Pacific, these 
corals come in bright fluorescent green, glowing 
brown and fluorescent blue colors.

Commonly available both in stores and online, 
hammer corals are always moderately priced. 
Two species are offered commercially under 
the name hammer corals: Euphyllia ancora and 
Euphyllia paraancora. The main difference to 
the hobbyist is their shape. Euphyllia ancora 
looks like a zigzag miniature version of the great 
wall of China when its tentacles are withdrawn, 
while Euphyllia paraancora,on the other hand, 
branches from the base.

Care for both species is the same. Standard reef 
water parameters - salinity 1.023 - 1.025, pH 8.2, 
temperatures in the mid 70’s - are fine. Be sure to 
add calcium and strontium additives regularly, 
per manufacturers instructions.

Most reef lighting is just fine for hammer 
corals.

Keep them in a medium current. If the current 
is too strong, they will not extend their tentacles.

Hammer corals can grow rapidly into 
impressive sized colonies, so give them plenty 
of room. Keep them in at least a 55-gallon 
aquarium.

Hammers have very potent stinging sweeper 
tentacles. They will sting, injure and possibly kill 
any coral that is too close to them. Always leave 
at least a 6” inch diameter coral-free buffer zone 
around any hammer coral.

I feed my hammer corals any meaty tidbits 
(chopped krill, clam, fish, mysis shrimp) via a 

turkey baster once a week.
Hammer corals can suffer photosynthetic 

(light) shock. Unless the hammer you are 
interested in buying is a captive grown frag, you 
will have no idea what light intensity the coral 
was under or at what depth they were collected 
from. If this is the case and you are not sure, then 
initially place them at the bottom of your reef 
aquarium and move them up as they accustom 
themselves to your specific lighting conditions.

You can place hammer corals in close 
proximity to each other. Likewise, you can place 
them near any related Euphyllia or torch corals.

They will not sting each other. Placed together, 
the various shapes and stunning colors will make 
an unforgettable display in your reef aquarium.

If your hammer seems to be developing a lot of 
stinging sweeper tentacles, move it to an area of 
less current and lower light intensity.

Doing such will usually minimize the 
extension and use of the sweeper tentacles.

When you put your hammer coral into your 
aquarium, always epoxy it or very securely 
wedge it in place. The base of hammer corals 
are not covered in living tissue; therefore, the 
coral has no way to attach and secure itself, so it 
needs and appreciates your assistance to do so. I 
suggest  you use plenty of epoxy as the hammer 
will grow and as it grows it will weigh more. 
Better to secure that future weight with epoxy 
than to find out one day that it has crashed 
down upon everything below or, worse yet, a 
pane of glass.

DROP A HAMMER IN
YOUR REEF TANK!

Hammer Corals
Euphyllia ancora and Euphyllia paraancora

By Tony Kroeger — BAS
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Observe closely and choose carefully when 
selecting a hammer coral at your dealer.

Collection and shipping are tough on 
hammers.

Specimens are usually broken off of large 
colonies. This results in tissue damage and 
shipping compounds the problem as these corals 
have large and sharp structures called septa 
topping their skeletons. When sloshed around in 
the bag during shipment, it’s not uncommon for 
the septa to cut living tissue of the hammer.

For most corals, this damage is not a problem, 
but for Euphyllia family corals it can be.

Hammers in particular are suseptible to what 
in the trade is called “brown jelly” or “brown 
goo” infection. The injured flesh is attacked by 
microorganisms turning it into what essentially 
looks like a mass of brown goo on the coral. 
Such infections can start very small but grow 
extremely rapidly, sometimes killing a colony 
within hours. If this occurs on a branched 
(Euphyllia paraancora) hammer, you can simply 
break off the branch taking extreme care not to 

get the goo on any other part of the hammer coral 
or any coral in your reef tank, for that matter.

The walled hammer (Euphyllia ancora) needs 
an immediate freshwater dip to treat a “brown 
jelly” infection. Place it in fresh dechlorinated 
tapwater that is the same temperature as your 
reef aquarium for 2 to 5 minutes. This usually 
kills the microorganisms but not your hammer.

It may require several dips: morning, noon 
and late night. If you go with multiple dips, 
keep the time duration of each to the shorter 
of the recommended dip times, 2 to 3 minutes 
each. Untreated “brown goo” infections are 
usually fatal to hammers corals. Always watch 
for it and quarantine all hammer corals so it 
does not enter your reef tank. All Euphyllia 
species are susceptible to “brown goo,” but 
hammers more so.

Assuming you obtain a healthy specimen, 
hammer corals will prove hardy, gorgeous, long 
lived and grow well. So drop a hammer into your 
reef tank soon!

Happy reefkeeping

Euphyllia ancora photo by Reef Builders
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Fish Grotto in Rio
By Virginia Cahill — BAS

I was intrigued when my husband described 
a fish grotto in a park in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
“There are fish tanks built into the sides of rock 
in a small cave,” he told me when we visited 
Rio together this past Spring. He had been to 
Parque Lage in November and now wanted to 
show it to me.

We entered the lush park and took a short 
walk through every shade of green to get to 
the fish tanks. There was a rock formation that 
had a small opening in the side of it. We had to 
duck our heads as we entered this man-made 

cave that held about 12 freshwater fish tanks 
with a wide assortment of fish. The tanks were 
beautifully arranged and looked so natural. It 
was such an unusual exhibit in that you walked 
through a rough rock interior and followed the 
natural curve of the layout, leading you from 
tank to tank.

There were lots of fish common to me like 
rummy noses, cardinals, platys, plecos. And 
then some more unusual one like the  Lumbar 
(Astyanax janeiroensis Eigenman) and the 
Tambaqui (Colossoma macropomum) both from 

1. The main entrance to the 
grotto.

2. Little Siamese Shark from  
Thailand.

3. Some native tetras.

4. Rummy Nose, Neons with 
swordtails.

5. The Piranha tank.

2
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the Amazon river basin. Being holed up in this 
private aquarium was so relaxing and interesting. 
It was a nice presentation of fish and a rather 
unusual way to discover aquatic life. We had the 
place to ourselves and could linger in front of the 
little Siamese shark from Thailand, or back up a 
tank or two to have another look at the Piranha 
tank. 

The aquariums housed in the form of an 
artificial grotto in Parque Lage as well as the 
original landscape design of the park is attributed 
to John Tyndele, an English landscaper who was 
hired by an English nobleman who owned an 
old farm on the site. Fantasy landscaping of the 

romantic gardens were in vogue especially in the 
second half of the 19th century. The construction 
integrates the landscaping as part of a romantic or 
English style garden, with several internal paths.

When walking inside the small building, each 
one of the tanks has a description of the type and 
species of fish. The aquarium house is integrated 
into the gardens, simulating natural forms all 
surrounded by plants, trees and winding paths 
completing a scene of great beauty.

If you happen to be in Rio you can find Aquario 
Parque Lage  at 414, Jardim Botaánico Street, 
Jardim Botanico District.

3

4 5
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TheShrimpFarm.com is the place to go for freshwater shrimp. The owner is Ryan Curtis, with a new mailing address:  
2401 East Washington St, STE 200 A2, Bloomimgton, Il 61704.  Visit the Aquarium Shrimp Forum http://theshrimpfarm.com/forum/index.php  

to ask questions, talk to other shrimp nuts and discuss everything related to Freshwater Aquarium Shrimp. 

Aquasoil Amazonia is one of the best 
substrates available to the Dwarf Shrimp 
hobbyist.  It helps maintain a slightly acidic pH 
and helps keep the water soft.  There is, however, 
one major drawback to Aquasoil Amazonia, it 
causes a large ammonia spike when new.

When Aquasoil Amazonia is first put in an 
aquarium ammonia in that aquarium will spike 
up to 2.0ppm (or mg/l).  Because of this it is 
important to cycle any Aquasoil Amazonia before 
adding to an established aquarium, or make sure 
it is cycled in a new aquarium before adding any 
invertebrates or fish.

Cycling in a new aquarium:

When setting up a new aquarium with 
Aquasoil Amazonia you should follow these 
steps:

Add Substrate to the aquarium.
Fill the aquarium with water.
Activate filter.
Perform a 95-100% water change in 24 hours.
Perform another 95-100% water change 24 

hours later.
Perform a 50% water change 24 hours later.
Add any live plants you plan on adding.
If you have filter media from an established 

aquarium add the media to the filter.
Watch Ammonia levels and Nitrite levels.
The aquarium should be fully cycled in 1.5-2 

weeks.  0ppm Ammonia and nitrite indicate 
a fully cycled aquarium and it is ready for 
inhabitants.

 Cycling for an established aquarium.

If you plan to add Aquasoil Amazonia to an 
already established aquarium the substrate must 
be cycled before adding it to the aquarium.

Place the substrate in a spare aquarium or 
large holding container

Fill with water
Add a small filter or power head.
Perform a 95-100% water change in 24 hours.
Perform another 95-100% water change 24 

hours later.
Perform a 50% water change 24 hours later.
Watch Ammonia levels and Nitrite levels.
The aquarium should be fully cycled in 1.5-2 

weeks.  0ppm Ammonia and nitrite indicate a 
fully cycled aquarium and it is ready for to be 
added to the aquarium

Note:  Be sure to add the substrate to the 
aquarium gently to avoid stirring up a mess and 
causing another possible Ammonia spike.

Cycling Aquasoil Amazonia



  GOAL
To honor Editor John Todaro and encourage original writing about  
the aquarium hobby.

  PROGRAM CRITERIA
The writing program is on a fiscal year basis (July 1 – June 30). 

There is no limit on the number of articles submitted by an author. However, 
only three (3) articles will be evaluated by the committee for the writing 
awards. Judged by the committee and if a tie the Chairperson’s decision is final. 

Articles on breeding fish will have a dual submission in both the writing 
program and the Breeders Award Program. The writing program is open to 
members and non-members of any age.

The committee will evaluate and vote on each article based on the following 
criteria:

•    The originality of the article (past year, plagiarism of another’s work 
or previously published articles will be disqualified).

•    Clarity of species and subject matter.

•    Depth of research – research articles to include citations and 
footnotes to sources if any.

•    Use of scientific names for fish, plants and corals.

•    Spelling

•    Artwork &/or photos submitted with the article will receive extra 
points if related to the article or deduct points if incorrect or 
unrelated to the article.

•    If an originally submitted article is printed by another club, within 
the same year as the same article is submitted to BAS, the author 
will not be penalized.

BROOKLYN AQUARIUM SOCIETY PRESENTS

THE ANNUAL 
PRIZES ARE: 
(paid in BAS Bucks)

1st Prize 
$50

2nd Price 
$25

3rd Prize 
$10 

THE JOHN TODARO MEMORIAL 
WRITING PROGRAM
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Coming Soon!! 
Get ready to update  

your BAS T-Shirt!



Get to know our sponsors
Our local aquarium shops are important friends of the fishkeeping hobby. They’re here to serve

your immediate needs - medications, live foods, or a replacement part for a filter, and best of all, you
can inspect the fish you want to buy in person, plus most shops will special order fish for you.

MOST GIVE BAS MEMBERS DISCOUNTS.

BROOKLYN PET SUPPLY
8403   5  Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11209
Store 718-680-0700
Jerry/Diane Fishman 
917-414-4185 / 917-575-5551
Spookie11209@yahoo.com

AQUA ULTRAVIOLET has designed solutions that provide cut-
ting edge technology and efficiency to our users. They proudly 
offer innovative new products striving to make technology sim-
ple for all of their customers, distributors, dealers and consumers 
alike. For over three decades Aqua Ultraviolet has been the pre-
mier manufacturer of ultraviolet sterilizers and bio-mechanical 
filtration. info@Aquauv.com; US: (800) 454-2725
INTL: 011 1 (951) 296 3480

MARINE DEPOT wants to help you build a better aquarium. You 
can earn rewards for every purchase with over 3,875 items to 
choose from. You can TAKE ADVANTAGE of their special
financing offers and ongoing sales and specials. Marine Depot is 
happy to welcome new members. REFER YOUR FRIENDS — GIVE 
$10 — GET $10. It’s Easy! Here’s How It Works:
1. Just go to www.marinedepot.com and click on the REFER A 
FRIEND GET $10 OFF button for information.
2. Your friends get a coupon for $10 off their 1st order 3. You get 
$10 (1000 points) when your friends place their 1st order.
www.marinedepot.com
1-714-385-0080

DISCUSGUY.COM, Discus Fish Store where we have high quality 
Discus fish for sale at wholesale prices delivered direct to your 
door. I have been raising and breeding discus for over 20 years 
providing customers and pet stores with excellent service and 
unbeatable prices on discus fish. If you have any questions about
discus or if you are interested in a specific strain of discus that 
you don’t see in my store, please contact me and I will get back 
to you as soon as possible. WWW.DISCUSGUY.COM

AMAZONAS - The legendary freshwater aquarium magazine is 
now in English. This is a great publication. If you keep freshwater 
fish, you should subscribe. Only $29 for 6 issues, and well worth 
it. CORAL - The reef & marine aquarium magazine is a fabulous 
magazine for reef and marine fish enthusiasts. $37 for 6 informa-
tion packed issue. For more information go to
WWW.AMAZONASMAGAZINE.COM

ABSOLUTELY FISH’S staff is knowledgeable and can help you 
solve your aquatic problems. They offer a 15% discount on select 
fish, marine life & supplies when you present your current BAS
membership card. A really great aquatic shop and well worth the 
trip. Make a day of it! ABSOLUTELY FISH 1080 Route 46 West, 
Clifton, NJ 07013
Ph: 1 (973) 365-0200 Open 7 days a week:
Mon - Fri 12AM - 9PM Sat 12AM - 8PM Sun 12AM - 5PM

MANHATTAN AQUARIUMS has one of the largest selections of 
marine fish & corals on the east coast. You should check them 
out for your Marine Fish & Coral needs. BAS members get a 10% 
discount with a current membership card.
MANHATTAN AQUARIUMS
522 West 37th Street, NYC, NY 10018
Ph: 212 594-2272 • Fax: 212 594-2271
www.ManhattanAquariums.Com www.UniqueCorals.Com

MONSTER AQUARIUM INC. Specializing in exotic freshwater fish, 
plants & special orders plus a full range of dry goods & fish foods
and filter repairs, plus they do set ups & tank maintenance. 
(freshwater only). They offer BAS members 10% discount on all 
in store items, does not apply to special orders. They’re open 7 
days a week from 10am to 8pm for all your aquarium needs.
MONSTER AQUARIUM INC. 131-08 40th Road, Flushing, NY 
11354  Ph: 347.732.0373
MONSTERAQUARIUM@HOTMAIL.COM

CARIBSEA - From marine and reef community aquariums, Af-
rican cichlid aquariums to planted aquarium susbtrate you can 
count on Caribsea. Trusted by hobbyists and professionals alike 
since 1972. They have 280 products to help make you a better 
hobbyist. Go to their website to down load their latest catalog 
or product flyers, videos and directions or to contact them with 
questions at WWW.CARIBSEA.COM 

CENTRAL AQUATICS has been generous in its donations from 
its Aqueon and Coralife brands to the BAS, and now they have 
joined the BAS family of sponsors. Aqueon - It’s all about the 
fish - Developed by true aquatic hobbyists and focused on prod-
ucts that will make your life easier when keeping an aquarium.
Coralife - Beyond the basics! All-inclusive aquariums and a 
complete range of lighting and equipment that meet the needs 
of advanced hobbyists. You can learn more about their products 
at the following websites:  
aqueonproducts.com & coralifeproducts.com
1-888 - 255 - 4527
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JOSEPH S. REISMAN & ASSOC.
ACCOUNTING & TAX EXPERTS.
They specialize in aquarium societies, aquarium hobbyists, 
aquarium retail suppliers and stores and aquarium wholesale 
suppliers. They offer a 10% discount to Brooklyn Aquarium 
members with a valid membership card.
Ph: 718-332-1040 • Fax: 800-518-5251 or
www.TAXHELP1040.COM

TROPICAL FISH HOBBYIST MAGAZINE has helped aquarists 
succeed in fish keeping for 64 years. Every serious hobbyist 
should subscribe to TFH. Now a bi-monthly, they offer a special 
subscription deal: buy 6 issues and get 3 Free.  
Use promo Code VIP to get the deal.   
tfhmagazine.com/subscriptions 1-888-859-9034

PACIFIC AQUARIUM in Manhattan’s Chinatown carries ornamen-
tal goldfish, koi, freshwater fish, & aquatic plants. BAS members 
get 10% discount with current membership card (Discounts not 
to be combined with other specials). They have a full line of 
aquarium supplies, and you can order custom size tanks.
PACIFIC AQUARIUM 46 Delancey St., NY, NY 10002
Ph: 1 (212) 995-5895
Open 7 days a week and all holidays 10AM to 7:30PM

ZOOMED AQUARIUM LED HO -
Energy efficient LED Aquarium lighting with
a low profile design!
• Unique modular design allows for replacing
or swapping out LED panels.
• 50% brighter than T5 HO fluorescent lamps.
• More LEDs than comparable hoods on the
market = more light!
• Shimmer effect: Bright white light produces
shimmer, just like in nature.
Find out more about it and other ZooMed
aquatic products at WWW.ZOOMED.COM

REEF NUTRITION Inc.  
Advanced Fish Feeds not only include natural, colorenhanc-
ing ingredients, they provide the highest quality nutrition 
and the least waste, resulting in a cleaner tank. Their high 
quality feeds are made using proprietary processes devel-
oped by their parent company, Reed Mariculture, a world 
leader in the development of algae — and zooplankton — 
based feeds.
Reef Nutrition – We Feed Your Reef. See your fave LFS for Reef 
Nutrition products with the purest & most natural feeds on 
the market. For more info. go to WWW.REEFNUTRITION.COM
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www.ManhattanAquariums.Com 
www.UniqueCorals.Com

Phone: 212 594-2272 Ext. 5 
Fax: 212 594-2271 
Cell: 347-782-2407

522 West 37th Street 
NYC, NY 10018 

One of the Largest Selections 
of Marine Fish & Corals on 

the East Coast

10% 
D I S C O U N T  

F O R  M E M B E R S

Build a Better Aquarium 
with Marine Depot

Earn Rewards for every purchase with 
over 3875 items to choose from 

Take advantage  
of our special Financing Offers and 

ongoing sales and specials. 
Visit www.marinedepot.com for 

more information.

www.marinedepot.com
1-714-385-0080

We are happy to welcome  

a new sponsors to  

the BAS family

 

info@aquauv.com

Since 1975, Aqua Ultraviolet has designed  
solutions that provide cutting edge technology 
and efficiency to our users. We proudly offer 

for aquariums and ponds UV Sterilization 
and Bio-mechanical Filtration Systems. 

Aqua Ultraviolet also  
provides superior customer service.

Visit us online at

US: (800) 454-2725  
INTL: 011 1 (951) 296 3480

Our Sponsors Support Us!  
We Must Support Them!   

Tell Them You Saw Their Ad 
In The Aquatica

BROOKLYN PET SUPPLY
8403  5th  Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11209

Store 718-680-0700
Jerry & Diane Fishman

 
Spookie11209@yahoo.com

Our Sponsors Support Us!
We Must Support Them!

Tell Them You Saw Their Ad
In the AquaticNews

10% 
off!
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A w a r d e d  B e s t  A q u a t i c  P e t  R e -
t a i l e r  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  f o r  

t h e  y e a r  2 0 1 3   
B y  P e t  P r o d u c t s  N e w s

(973) 365-0200 
1080 Route 46 West Clifton, NJ 07013 

Open 7 Days a Week 
M-F 12AM - 9PM • Sat 12AM - 8PM • Sun 12AM - 5PM 

We Honor: Visa, Master Card, Discover,  
American Express, MAC

Freshwater Fish;  
Over 120 tanks filled with common & hard to find 

tropical, catfish & cichlids.  
Specialized aquatic plant systems.  
High-tech reef & filtration equipment.  

Larger selection of live rock & live sand.  
More invertebrates;  

Over 2,000 gals of coral-reef exhibits.  
Over 4,000 gals of rare & unusual marine fish 

Expert Staff in marine science & aquarium  
husbandry ready to answer questions 
Custom aquariums & cabinetry available. 

BAS MEMBERS GET 
A 15% DISCOUNT

 PACIFIC AQUARIUM 
46 DELANCEY ST., N Y, NY 10002 

Ph: (212) 995.5895

Specializing in exotic marine fish,  
freshwater fish, goldfish & koi &  

freshwater aquatic plants. 
 Complete line of aquarium sup-
plies. Custom size tanks & main-

tenance available.

Open 7 days a week & all holidays  
10am -7:00pm

Close to the F, B, D, & 6 Subway lines 
Visa, MC, Discover Card, AmEx

10% Discount to  
BAS members with  

current membership card

WWW.PACIFICNYC.COM

Questions about our products?  
Feel free to contact us via our web site.  

www.caribsea.com 

Trusted by hobbyist and  
professionals alike, since 1972

CaribSea, Inc. 
P.O. Box 13359, Fort Pierce, FL 34979 

772-461-1113 

We have 280 products 
to help make you a  

better aquarist!

The legendary  
freshwater aquarium  

magazine is now in English

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

WWW.AMAZONASMAGAZINE.COM

$29 FOR ONE YEAR 

$37 FOR ONE YEAR 

THE REEF & MARINE  
AQUARIUM MAGAZINE 

Developed by true aquatic hobbyists and  
focused on products that will make your life 

easier when keeping an aquarium. 

All-inclusive aquariums and a complete 
range of lighting and equipment 

that meet the needs of advanced hobbyists. 

aqueonproducts.com

coralifeproducts.com

1-888-255-4527

Our Sponsors Support Us!  
We Must Support Them!   

Tell Them You Saw Their Ad 
In The Aquatica

Our Sponsors Support Us!
We Must Support Them!

Tell Them You Saw Their Ad
In the AquaticNews
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Monster Aquarium 
131-08 40th Road 
Flushing, NY 11354 
347.732.0373

monsteraquarium@hotmail .com

10%Discount for BAS members  
on all non-promo items. 
Does not apply to special orders

Specializing in exotic freshwater fish, 
plants & special orders plus a full range of 

dry goods & fish foods.  
Filter repairs, set ups & tank maintenance. 

(freshwater only)

Open 7 days • 10 am-8 pm for all your aquarium needs.

Reef Nutrition’s advanced fish feeds not 
only include natural, color-enhancing  
ingredients, they provide the highest  
quality nutrition and the least waste,  

resulting in a cleaner tank. 
Our high quality feeds are made using  
proprietary processes developed by our 

parent company, Reed Mariculture, a world 
leader in the development of algae -  

and zooplankton-based feeds. 
Reef Nutrition – We Feed Your Reef 

See your fave LFS for Reef Nutrition 
products with the purest &  

most natural feeds on the market. 
For more information, go to 

www.reefnutrition.com 

JOSEPH S. REISMAN & 
ASSOC. 

Accounting & Tax Experts 
2751 Coney Island Avenue  

(Corner of Avenue Y) Brooklyn, NY 11235

WE SPECIALIZE IN: 
• Aquarium Societies 
• Aquarium Hobbyists 

• Aquarium Retail Suppliers 
• Aquarium Wholesale Suppliers

Tel: 718-332-1040   
Fax: 800-518-5251 

www.TAXHELP1040.com
10% discount to  

Brooklyn Aquarium Society members 
with, valid membership card

THE BEST THING TO HAPPEN TO  
AQUARIUMS SINCE WATER

Fishkeeping is more fun when you succeed, 
and  

nobody has helped more aquarists succeed 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
tfhmagazine.com/subscriptions 1-888-859-9034

Buy 6 issues, get 3 free Promo Code: VIP

Our Sponsors Support Us!  
We Must Support Them!   

Tell Them You Saw Their Ad 
In The Aquatica

WWW.ZOOMED.COM

Our Sponsors Support Us!
We Must Support Them!

Tell Them You Saw Their Ad
In the AquaticNews
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Your Membership Card is your Passport to Be-
coming an “Educated Aquarist.” Don’t lose it. 
Put it in your wallet or purse. You’ll need it to 
attend Monthly Events and get discounts at par-
ticipating pet stores. 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
 Free Admission to all general meetings, 
held on the 2nd Friday of the month (except July 
& August) at 7:30 pm at the Education hall of the 
New York Aquarium, at Coney Island, Surf Ave-
nue at West 8th Street , Brooklyn , N.Y. The Soci-
ety presents expert speakers on all aspects of the 
hobby, from freshwater fish to marine aquatic life. 
Door prizes and raffles at every meeting. Breeder 
Awards Program (BAP) – Certificates and trophies 
awarded. General meetings are open to the public 
($5 donation is requested for non-members). Free 
parking and free refreshments. 
 Special Interest Groups (SIGs) hold 
meetings, free at members’ homes, for members 
only. Here’s your chance to network with mem-
bers with the same interests. Discuss, ask ques-
tions, learn, teach and develop your expertise in 
freshwater and/or marine aquarium keeping.  
 AquaticNews The Journal of the Brook-
lyn Aquarium Society, our tri-monthly (4 issues 
except July & August) award winning publica-
tion is on our website. Each issue is filled with 
articles on both marine and freshwater aquaria 
keeping. Articles can be downloaded. 
 Meeting reminder! All members receive 
flyers announcing speakers via email, keeping 
members up to date.
 Calling all writers, artists and photog-
raphers! All members will have the opportunity 
to submit articles, photography and illustrations 
for publication in the AquaticNews!
   

   BAS is on-line at BASNY.ORG. You’ll 
find up-to-date information about our monthly 
events, links to other aquarium societies in 
the US and stores, manufacturers and related 
aquarium  sites. We have an on-line library with 
downloadable articles. We have our own BAS 
forum, where you can interact with other fresh-
water, marine or reef members and post free 
hobby-related classifieds where members sell 
and trade fish, corals, plants and equipment. 
 BAS Hotline: For the latest information 
call the BAS 24 hour Hotline 718 837-4455 for 
event and inclement weather information. If 
you need advice on fish keeping, breeding or 
where you can find rare or hard to find fish, 
you can often get help calling the Hotline. Help 
from the Hotline is always free. 
 Volunteer: The Brooklyn Aquarium Soci-
ety is an organization run by volunteers. With-
out them there would be no BAS. Volunteers 
help set up events, write articles, coordinate 
projects, assist and work on committees, help at 
auctions and meetings. Join in, help, learn and 
have fun doing it. Call Steven  
Matassa, President (347) 277-4793. 
 Video Tape Library: We have a video 
tape library on different aspects of fish care and 
breeding plus past BAS Speaker Events. These 
video tapes are available via our BAS Forum. 
You must be a member of our Forum.  
Membership is free. 
 Discounts for Members at many BAS 
participating pet stores when you present your 
current BAS membership card. 
 Welcome and we hope you take advan-
tage of the many benefits BAS has to offer. 

Educating Aquarists Since 1911 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
BROOKLYN AQUARIUM SOCIETY

3
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Become an educated aquarist
43

Membership & Renewal Application Brooklyn Aquarium Society

NAME___________________________OCCUPATION_________________ 
 
ADDRESS_________________CITY_______________STATE____ZIP_____
_ 
 
PHONE (DAY) _______________(EVE)______________(FAX)______________ 
 
E-mail Address__________________________________________________ 
TYPE & LENGTH of MEMBERSHIP:   (CHECK ONE)   
INDIVIDUAL                         FAMILY               [   ] $15 STUDENT 1YEAR

                       (UNDER 18 YEARS) 

 
*If family membership, please list all family members. Only first two listed will have voting rights. 

1_______________________  2____________________  3________________________ 
 
4_______________________  5____________________  6________________________ 
Number of tanks [    ]  marine [   ]  freshwater [   ]  Do you breed fish?  

[yes]  [no] 
If yes, what types do you breed:_________________________________________ 
 
     _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Special interest (if any)___________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
How did you hear about BAS  [friend]   [dealer]   [flyer]   [Aquatica]   [mag ad]   [online]  
other_______________________ 

To volunteer check [yes]   [no]   A board member will contact you if you check yes.

Mail This Form And Your Check Payable to Brooklyn Aquarium Society to 
BROOKLYN AQUARIUM SOCIETY, ATT: MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON 

P.O. BOX 290610, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11229-0011

On occasion, the Brooklyn Aquarium Society uses its mailing list to send notices of interest to our mem-
bers. 
If you DO NOT wish to receive these mailings please check here [      ]

Official use 

Member number:________  Type of membership   [F]   [I]   [S]  Date 
paid:_________________  Board approved date ___________ 
Amount paid:___________  Renewal/member since__________

1yr. 
$20

2yr. 
$36

3yr. 
$51

4yr. 
$68

1yr. 
$25

2yr. 
$45

3yr. 
$63

4yr. 
$85

BECOME AN EDUCATED AQUARIST

Meetings are held at the NY Aquarium Education Hall on the 2nd Friday of the month at 
7:30pm. Knowledgeable speakers on fish care and culture, and fish auctions.  

Free parking and refreshments. All meetings are free to members. Visit us on line:  
WWW .BROOKLYNAQUARIUMSOCIETY.ORG
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